Comparison of hepatitis C virus markers in patients with NANB hepatitis.
10 different HCV-specific assays and RT-PCR of the 5' untranslated region of HCV RNA were used to analyze sixty-four patients with chronic NANB liver disease. Po, CP-9 and C22 antigens are located in the putative core; C33c in the putative NS3; C100-3 in the putative NS3/4; KCL in the putative NS4/5 and C825 is located in the putative NS5. GOR protein is not part of the HCV genome, but antibodies to it appear to be present in response to a hepatitis C infection. Positive rates were 91% for Po, 89% for CP-9, 94% for C22, 97% for C33c, 88% for C100-3 (Ortho, EIA), 86% for C100-3 (Abbott, EIA), 84% for C100-3 (Ohtsuka, RIA), 88% for KCL, 59% for C825, 58% for GOR, and 83% for RT-PCR. There were 8 cases which were negative by all anti-C100 tests. 7 of these cases were positive by other anti-HCV markers and/or PCR suggesting the need for improved blood screening assays. There is a variation in the relative reactivity for different markers with different samples. Of the tests employed, anti C33c shows the highest positivity rate.